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There are two forms of this species found in very different areas.  The smaller form is 
found at the northern tip of Malagasy (Madagascar) growing near sea lever.  The 
second and larger form is found in the Comoro Islands growing at approximately 3000 
feet. It is a medium sized, hot to cool growing fan-shaped epiphyte reaching 15-20 cm in 
height with a short, stout  stem carrying as many as 1 to 7 blooms. The blooms are 



flattened and fleshy on 1 to 2 erect, stout, shorter inflorescences which arise from the 
second or third leaf base. Typically there will be anywhere from 1 to 7 fragrant jasmine 
scented long-lasting pristine white flowers. Leaves are 10-15 cm long and 1.5 to 2.5 em 
wide.  This plant likes more water than other Angraecum’s.  The light levels can be 
anywhere from Phalaenopsis light to Cattleya light.  The beautiful porcelain white 
flowers are long lasting and are fragrant at night.   Its blooming season is fall, winter, and 
spring.  Cultivated plants should be watered more ofter in summer to early autumn and 
offered a dry rest period from late autumn to spring. 

Synonyms: 
Aeranthus leonis  (H.G. Reichenbach) 
Agraecum humblotii (Rchb. f.) 
Mystacidium leonis (Rolfe) 
Macroplectrum leonis (Finet) 

Awards: 
Table of AOS awards for Angraecum leonis 

Breeding Characteristics: 
Agraecum leonis has been utilized very little in breeding.  There are 8 F1 and ten total 
progeny.  The interest in breeding leonis began around 1995 with two crossed made in 
both the 1900’s and the 2000’s.  In this decade, five crosses have been registered from 
2011 to 2017. 
 

Major Hybrids: 

 

FCC AM Hcc AQ JC CCM CCE CHM CBM Total

Awards 8 3 8 1

award 
years

1980-2018 1979-2002 1971-2010 1960 20

Angraecum Lemforde White 
Beauty 

sesquipedale x magdalenae



Angraecum leonis 
White lioness 

2 F1 progeny & no AOS awards


