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Guarianthe x guatemalensis   (T.Moore) W.E.Higgins 2004
 

Guarianthe auriantiaca x Guarianthe skinneri 

SUBGENUS Circumvola  SECTION Moradae 

Common Name – The Guatemalan Cattleya 

 

Synonyms 

Cattleya × guatemalensis var. wischhuseniana Rchb.f. 1888; Cattleya pachecoi Ames and Correl 1943; 

Cattleya skinneri Batem. var parviflora Hook. 1856; Guarianthe × deckeri (Klotzsch) Roeth 2006; Guarianthe 

× guatemalensis ( T.Moore ) W.E.Higgins 2004; Guarianthe × guatemalensis var. pachecoi (Ames & Correll) 

J.M.H.Shaw 2007; Guarianthe × laelioides (Lem.) Van den Berg 2015; Guarianthe × laelioides f. pachecoi 

(Ames & Correll) Van den Berg 2015 

Description 

This species is a naturally occurring hybrid of the species Guarianthe auriantiaca and G. skinneri and is found 

in Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua as a large sized, hot to warm growing epiphyte in low montane 

forests high up in large trees in full sun at low altitudes with clavate, rugose pseudobulbs enveloped by scarious, 

evanescent sheaths and carrying 2 apical, elliptic, acute leaves and blooms in the late winter and early spring on 

a terminal, 5 1/2" [13.75 cm] long, several to many [5 to 10] flowered inflorescence arising on a mature 

pseudobulb.
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It is a natural hybrid native to south-eastern Mexico and Central America (El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras 

and Nicaragua), where it grows, epiphytic on the highest branches of the trees in the semi-deciduous tropical 

forests, between the 700 and the 1400 m of altitude. 

The pseudobulbs are 12 – 35 cm long with at the apex two elliptical leaves, up to 18 cm long and 5 cm broad. 

The terminal inflorescence, 10 to 15 cm long, is initially enclosed in a spathe, which dries up during the resting 

period before its development and which has the task to protect it during the initial phase, carrying numerous 

flowers of 6 to 10 cm of diameter, which may be of different colours, white, pink purple orange or red with 

usually a more intense coloured labellum, and slightly perfumed.
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 (Translated from Spanish) 

Guarianthe (Cattleya) x guatemalensis (Moore 1861), a natural hybrid between Gurianthe auantiaca and Gur. 

skinneri is the only naturally occurring hybrid in the genus. Both parent species can be found growing and 

blooming in the same tree at the same time of the year. Pollination seems to freely occur between these species, 

making the hybrid rather common. Typical flowers are salmon-colored and intermediate in size and shape 

between the two species. The petals are wider than those of Gur. aurantiaca though they may project forward, 

more or less parallel to the column, and the lip tends to be more pointed with prominent veining that may 

overlay a central white or lighter- colored area, as is found in Gur. skinneri. Plants labeled Gur. x guatemalensis 

can be found in a wide array of colors from yellow to lavender as well as flower forms ranging from full, closed 

flowers reminiscent of Gur. skinneri to those with narrow segments more resembling Gur. aurantiaca. How can 

this be? If the two species readily cross-pollinate, then most certainly the resultant natural hybrids can backcross 

with either parent species or other sibling natural hybrids. Thus, a wide spectrum of flower forms exists in 

nature, known collectively as the “hybrid swarm” of Gur. x guatemalensis. This represents an example of 

ancient hybridizations and introgressions (introduction of genes from one genetic complex to another) among 

these species (Withner 1999). Interestingly, since pure white Gur. aurantiaca have not been found in nature, the 

earlier mentioned white clone ‘White Magic’ is almost without question part of the hybrid swarm Gur. x 

guatemalensis with a white Gur. skinneri in its background.
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Culture 

It reproduces by meristem in vitro and, amateurishly, by division, with each section equipped with 3-4 

pseudobulbs with at least one dormant gem at the base. Vigorous and floriferous orchid, it requires high 

luminosity, also slightly filtered sun, with frequent waterings during the vegetative period, high ambient 

humidity, 80 – 85%, and medium high temperatures as it can bear values to a little over the 35 degree C; it 

requires a resting period in winter with almost suspended waterings, cool temperatures around the 12-14 

degrees C and humidity around 70% til the appearance of the new roots.
7 

(Translated from Spanish)
 

Awards   Guarianthe x guatemalensis is not recognized by OrchidWiz, but the hybrid grex Guaranthe 

Guatemalensis is and I will use its data for awards and hybrids. 14 AM, 2 AQ, 1 CBM, 20 CCM, 8 HCC and 4 

JC. The earliest award was 1955 and the latest 2017.  

Variability 

Due to the nature of a “hybrid swarm”, the color and form of Guarianthe x guatemalensis is highly variable. As 

seen in the following awarded plants. 
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Guarianthe Guatemalensis ‘Tempixque’ AM/AOS          Guarianthe Guatemalensis ‘Mario Palmieri’ HCC/AOS         

          

Cattleya guatemalensis ‘Palmieri Passion’ AM/AOS     Guarianthe Guatemalensis ‘Fuch’s Snow’ AM/AOS 

 

Cattleya guatemalensis ‘Palmieri’s Powd’ JC/AOS      
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F-1 Hybrids and Progeny 

The primary hybrid (be it natural or artificial) has been a parent in 46 first generation crosses and a part of 87 

progeny in 4 generations. Unlike the parental species of this cross, Guarianthe x guatemalensis has had only 

moderate success in its progeny in terms of awards and offspring. The most awarded F-1 is a back cross to Gur. 

skinneri called Gur. Tristan Fitch with 7 AOS awards. The most offspring come from a cross with Cattleya 

crispata called Cattlianthe Pixie with 25 progeny in 3 generations. 

Cattlianthe Pixie HCC/AOS 

 

 

 

 

 

Orchid breeders experimented a lot with Guarianthe x guatemalensis, most often with Cattleya producing 19 

Cattlianthe grexes. Moir made a lot of intergeneric crosses, none of which were particularly successful. 
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