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Cattleya lundii   (Rchb.f. & Warm.) Van den Berg, Neodiversity 3: 9 (2008). 

Tribe: Epidendreae  Subtribe: Laeliinae 

Common Name: Lund’s Laelia 

 

Synonyms 

Bletia lundii Rchb. f. & Warm. 1881; Cattleya lundii f. alba (L.C.Menezes) Van den Berg 2008; Laelia lundii f. 

alba (L.C.Menezes) M.Wolff & O.Gruss 2007; Laelia lundii var. alba L.C.Menezes 1998; Laelia regnelii Barb. 

Rod. 1882; Laelia reichenbachiana Wendl. 1892 & Kraenzl.; Microlaelia lundii (Rchb.f. & Warm.) Chiron & 

V.P.Castro 2002; Sophronitis lundii (Rchb. f. & Warm.) C. Berg & M.W. Chase 2000; Sophronitis lundii f. alba 

(L.C.Menezes) Van den Berg & M.W.Chase 2004  

Description 

A Brazilian and Bolivian miniature sized, warm growing epiphytic or lithophytic species with 2 leaves found at 

an altitude of 740 to 1000 meters in thickets among the coastal mountains or tucumano-boliviano forests with 

short, robust, oblong-fusiform, slightly compressed pseudobulbs carrying 2, apical, small, erect to spreading, 

fleshy, semi-cylindrical, linear, very acute, slightly arcuate, deeply channeled above leaves that flowers in the 

mid-winter and spring on a short, ascending raceme arising from a new growth with minute bracts and 2 flowers 

held among the leaves. 3 
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The L. lundii plants form spherical masses about the branches of small trees. The pseudobulbs are smooth, 

scarcely thickened and about 3-5 cm. apart as the plant marches across the substrate or grows out into the air, 

producing an ample supply of roots along the bottom side of its rhizomes. 

Each growth has two leaves, 3-5 cm. long, that are nearly terete, actually somewhat triangular in cross-section, 

and come to a sharp point. This character is also unique among the Brazilian laelia species, all other Brazilian 

species producing single leaves on mature growths. The short flower stalk produces 1-3 flowers, usually one, 

among the leaves. They are a pristine white with dark red-purple veining on the lip. The veins make an almost 

solid pigmentation on the disc before they flare out toward the frilled margin of the lip. The flowers are usually 

produced on immature growths as the leaves begin to unfold.
2 

The plants produce small elliptic pseudobulbs topped by two narrow but fleshy leaves separated by long 

rhizome sections. The small (around 1") flowers appear 2-4 from the top of the pseudobulbs and have fairly 

narrow and similar white, pink tinged sepals and petals. The lips are white with bright magenta stripes.
5 

Habitat   

Brazil. This species is found primarily in the states of São Paulo and Paraná, but the habitat extends for a short 

distance into southern Minas Gerais. Plants usually grow in drier inland areas far from the coast. They are 

generally found on forest trees along small rivers in shaded, humid habitats. In Minas Gerais, however, where 

plants are less common, they grow in very bright conditions on small trees on rocky hills or sometimes even on 

the rocks themselves. Near Piracicaba, plants grow at 1650–1950 ft. (500–600 m). -- Source: Charles Baker
4 

The creeping habit of this species is distinct among the laelias. It apparently inhabits thickets along the coastal 

mountains from Minas Gerais south toward Sio Paulo in the same habitat as Cattleya loddigesii, leading to their 

natural hybrid, LC. cattleyoides.
2 

This species has a wide distribution range in the dryer interior of Brazil, from the state of Paraná in the south to 

the Federal District (where the Brazilian capital, Brasilia, is located) in the north. The habitat is semi-deciduous 

gallery forests (epiphytic) in the southernmost and northernmost parts of the range, and on large rock 

outcropings (lithophytic) in the state of Minas Gerais (where the plants are exposed to a lot of light and a fair 

amount of wind). Under these conditions, Laelia lundii grows on rocks or on short twisted trunks of semi-

deciduous trees and produces large plants that can sometimes be several feet across.
5 
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F-1 Hybrids and Progeny 

Cattleya lundii has been hybridized 16 times since 1960. The most successful cross was made with Cattleya 

Angelwalker in 1982 by Stewart, Inc. The resultant cross is called Cattleya Button Top with 28 offspring and 3 

awards, a CCM, AM and HCC. C. Anglewalker is made up of Cattleya walkeriana, C. loddigesii and a bit of C. 

x dolosa. Twenty-eight crosses were made with Button Top. None of them went anywhere. 

 

 

      Cattleya Button Top AM/AOS  
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Breeding Strengths and Weaknesses 

According to Withner, the miniature size of Cattleya lundii is a breeding strength along with its tolerance of 

varied growing conditions and its easy growing habit. Its thin sepals and petals and very open habit are common 

in its offspring and could be considered a weakness. 

 

Culture  

Temperature: Intermediate to warm. 

Light: Intermediate to bright, good air movement. When growing plants warmer, give them less light. 

Water-

Humidity: 

Seasonal, high during the growing season (spring-fall) and usually low during rest period 

(usually fall-winter). Well-established plants should be kept dry during winter when 

temperatures get below 50 degrees F (10C). 

Fertilizer: 
Balanced fertilizer during the growing season (see above), weekly. Half- to a quarter-strength 

during rest period (see above). 

Potting: 

These plants can be grown in pots or mounted, depending on the choice of the grower. In any 

case, they grow fast and quickly outgrow their pots, which seems to be the condition they 

prefer and when they grow best. If grown in pots, medium with good drainage is recommended 

as these plants are intolerant of overwatering. 
5 
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