
James Diffily Building Block March 2019 

BUILDING BLOCK DATA 

 

Phragmipedium schlimii [Linden ex Rchb.f] Rolfe 1896 

SECTION Micropetalum 

Description: 
Plant with a very short stem carrying 8, 

linear-lanceolate, suberect, rigid, acute to 

acuminate leaves that blooms on a 12" [30 

cm] long, erect, pubescent, pale greenish 

purple, branching, few to several [6 to 10] 

flowered inflorescence with ovate floral 

bracts and small [for the genus], fragrant 

flowers occurring in the fall but possible at 

any time of the year. 
3 

Distribution/Habitat: 
Found in Colombia as a medium sized, 

warm to cool growing terrestrial or 

lithophyte at elevations of 1200 to 2100 meters in areas with constant water seepage, in or by 

rivers.
3 

Medellín and Ocaña, Colombia. The plants are usually found on eastern mountain slopes in areas 

with continuous water seepage, often near rivers at 4800-6200 ft. (1463-1890 m). -- Source: 

Charles Baker 
4
 

Synonyms: 
Cypripedium schlimii Bateman ; Cypripedium schlimi Linden ex Rchb. f. 1854; Cypripedium 

schlimii var. albiflorum Linden ; Paphiopedilum schlimii (Linden ex Rchb. f.) Pfitz 1895; 

Phragmipedium schlimii f. albiflorum (Linden) O.Gruss 1996; Phragmipedium schlimii var. 

albiflorum (Linden) Braem 1996; Phragmopedilum schlimii (Linden ex Rchb. f.) Rolfe 1895; 

Selenipedium schlimii Linden ex Rchb.f 1854 
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Awards: 
 

 

Origin HCC AM FCC JC CCM CCE Total 

 6 7 0 3 9 1 26 

Years 1980-

2005 

1971-

2016 

 1995-

1999 

1971-

2004 

2005  

 

 

 

 

Hybrids: F-1 
Before  

1940 

1940-49 1950-59 1960-69 1970-79 1980-89 1990-99 After 

1999 

14 0 0 0 0 1 10 33 

 

The charts above and below clearly show that hybridization efforts virtually stopped with this 

Phrag until the discovery of P. besseae and kovachii and the production of 4n plants which 

helped with the infertility of hybrids. 

 

 

Hybrids: Total Progeny 
Before  

1920 

1940-49 1950-59 1960-69 1970-79 1980-89 1990-99 After 

1999 

41 0 0 0 1323 2139 2368 8509 

 

 

Outstanding progeny and reason they are considered outstanding: 

 

Phragmipedium Hanne Popov FCC/AOS 

 
This is an example of the rejuvinated 

breeding of Phrags with the discovery 

of Phragmipedium besseae. Hanne 

Popoc received 2 FCC, 25 AM and a 

boatload of HCC. Judges were thrilled 

with the new influx of bright color in 

the Phrags. 
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Phragmipedium Sedenii  AM/AOS 
 

This is an old cross made by Veitch in 1873 and 

rejuvinated in 1972 with its first AOS award of a 

CCM. It is a primary cross with Phrag 

longifolium. Most of its awards are cultural. 

Although I couldn’t find proof, I suspect breeding 

this species into a 4
th

 generation is a result of 4n 

parents being developed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Desirable characteristics which can be passed to progeny: 
The species is highly variable in color and its patterns from almost pure white to striped with 

purple along the veins of the petals, to white with rose lip, to a form with almost solid red lip and 

sepals and petals boldly blotched with red at the base. Flowers successively.
7 

 

Undesirable characteristics which can be passed to progeny: 
Naturally occurring 2n plants are not particularly fertile past the first generation. Petals are down 

swept and twisted, often asymmetrically. 

 

Other information: 

A species from Columbia. One of the only fragrant Phragmipedium available which is slightly 

scented of rose. Some cannot detect the scent! Stays compact and can flower in 2.25" pots. 

 

Temperature - Intermediate 

Light Level - Low-Medium 

Bloom Season - Spring, Summer, Fall 

Color(s) - Pink, Purple, Yellow 

Fragrant - Yes 

Export - CITES export Appendix I Species 
6 

 

Light: Phragmipedium schlimii needs a light level of 25000-40000 lux. It is recommended that 

scattered light is used because it is usually cloudy in a natural habitat. 

Temperature: The average temperature of the day throughout the year is 27-29 ° C, and the 

night 14-16 ° C, which gives a daily difference of 11-14 ° C. 
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Humidity: Schlimm's Phragmipedium needs the average humidity of 70-75% throughout the 

year. 

Substrate, growing media and repotting: A substrate that is fast drying but requires a part of 

the moisture is necessary. Repotting is best done after flowering, when new roots begin to grow. 

Watering: Phragmipedium schlimii should be constantly moist. The precipitation pattern is wet 

throughout the year with a slightly drier period in winter. Evening precipitation along with strong 

winds often occur in wet forest areas. 

Fertilizer: In the growing season, weekly or every 2 weeks use 1/4-1/2 doses of fertilizer for 

orchids is recommended. 

Rest period: The given cultivation conditions should be maintained throughout the year. In 

winter, watering and fertilization for Phragmipedium schlimii should be slightly reduced while 

the light level should be higher; fluctuations of these factors in the natural habitat are, however, 

small and probably irrelevant to cultivation. 
5
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