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BUILDING BLOCK DATA 

Paphiopedilum spicerianum  [Rchb.f]Pfitz. 1888 

SUBGENUS Paphiopedilum SECTION Thiopetalum 

Description: 
 

This small sized, terrrestrial or sometimes 

lithophytic species has 5 oblong, clear, dull green 

leaves that are speckled purple on the outer surface 

towards the base and is from the Assam region of 

India, the eastern Himalayas, Bhutan and Myanmar 

as well as Yunnan China on steep rocky slopes or in 

rock crevasses at elevations of 300 to 2000 meters 

and is a hot to cool growing orchid that blooms from 

autumn through winter on an erect, 1 to successively 

and rarely 2, slender, purple, 9 to 16" [20 to 40 cm] 

long inflorescence with ovate, acute bracts and needs shade with no winter rest. 
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 Paphiopedilum spicerianum is endemic to Assam (India) but might actually be rather 

widespread, though nowhere common, between Bhutan and northwestern Myanmar. It grows in 

moist and shaded places on limestone mountain cliffs in soil or rocks at elevations of 300 to 

2000 meters. It is a small sized, hot to cool growing, terrestrial or sometimes lithophytic species 

has 5 oblong, clear, dull green, 15-30 cm long, 3-6 cm wide leaves that are speckled purple on 

the outer surface towards the base. 

 Spicer's Paphiopedilum blooms from autumn through winter on an erect, 1 to successively and 

rarely 2, slender, purple, 20 to 40 cm long inflorescence with ovate, acute bracts. The flowers are 

5-7 cm in diameter.
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Distribution/Habitat: 
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Northeast India. Paphiopedilum spicerianum is found along the Burmese border in the states of 

Mizoram and Manipur. It grows in the Barak and Sonai River gorges in the region near Slitter, 

and plants have also been reported in extreme northwest Burma. Paphiopedilum spicerianum 

grows on limestone outcrops and cliffs at 1000-4250 ft. (300-1300 m), shaded by ferns and 

gingers. Plants, which are usually found in shallow, humus-filled pockets in the limestone with 

their roots anchored to the rocks, also grow in moss and thick humus at the base of trees and on 

moss covered rocks. Paphiopedilum spicerianum grows where water is always available. Even 

during the winter dry season moisture is obtained from mists rising daily in the river gorges and 

from water seepages along the cliff faces that keep the substratum constantly moist. -- Source: 

Charles Baker
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Synonyms: 
 

Cordula spiceriana [Rchb.f] Rolfe 1912; *Cypripedium spicerianum Rchb.f 1879; 

Paphiopedilum spicerianum f. immaculatum Braem 1999 

Awards: 
 

 

Origin HCC AM CCE JC CCM CHM Total 

 23 22 1 2 16 1 65 

Years 1980-

2017 

1976-

2017 

2015 1993-

2012 

1970-

2015 

2009  

 

 

 

 

Hybrids: F-1 
 

Before  

1940 

1940-49 1950-59 1960-69 1970-79 1980-89 1990-99 After 

1999 

114 1 6 1 7 12 13 49 

 

The charts above and below clearly show that hybridization efforts virtually stopped with this 

Paphiopedilum until the discovery of P. besseae and kovachii and the production of 4n plants 

which helped with the infertility of hybrids. 

 

 

Hybrids: Total Progeny 
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With 18,514 progeny in 11 generations, Paphiopedilum spicerianum is one of the key building 

blocks of the complex Paph hybrids so popular today. 

 

Outstanding progeny and reason they are considered outstanding: 

 

Paphiopedilum Leeanum   AM/AOS 
 

This was the first primary cross made sooon after the 

discovery of Paphiopedilum spicerianum in 1870. The 

cross, made with P. insigne, had the characteristic wide, 

white dorsal with the plum medial stripe. This hybrid went 

on to garner 21 AOS awards and produce 17,961 progeny in 

10 generations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paphiopedilum Lathamianum  AM/AOS 

 
This is another important early primary cross 

that is the beginning of a lineage that has 

produced great reds. It is a cross with P. villosum 

and accentuates the reds found in the dorsal of P. 

spicerianum. The rounded Bulldog form comes 

later. It has only three awards but “a valuable 

hybrid used for breeding need not be worthy of 

an award…”
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Paphiopedilum Winston Chirchill FCC/AOS 

 
This cross is one of the results of P. spicerianum 

breeding.  It was registered in 1951 and has produced 

646 F-1’s and 3,362 total progeny in 6 generations. It 

has 17 AOS awards including 2 FCC. Its progent have 

garnered 1117 AOS awards. 

 

 



James Diffily Building Block August 2019 

Desirable characteristics which can be passed to progeny: 
White dorsal and with its midline maroon stripe.

5 
The wide dorsal of P.spicerianum is one of the 

key characteristics of the complex bulldog breeding lines. A cross with P villosum leads to a long 

line of reds. 

 

Undesirable characteristics which can be passed to progeny: 
Even though the dorsal is wide, it is most often hooded, a characteristic difficult to correct. 

Infertility and gradual muddying of the colors of the hybrids became a big problem. 

 

 

Other information: 

Light: 

Paphiopedilum spicerianum like bright sunshine without access to direct sunlight, so during the 

midday solstice they must be placed behind a curtain or in the shade of other plants. 

Temperature: 

This orchid need the follow temperature regime: day temperature at 18-25 ° C with night 

reduction to 16-20 ° C. For successful cultivation at home, the night temperature of the content 

should always be 3 ° C lower than the daily one. 

Humidity: 

The humidity of 50-70% will be enough for normal growth and development of the plant. 

However, at temperatures above 27 ° C, it is desirable to increase the air humidity to at least 

70%, since too dry air adversely affects the roots and leaves of the plant. A lot of fresh air and 
sufficient air circulation are recommended. 
 

Substrate, growing media and repotting: 
Paphiopedilum spicerianum are grow only in the pot. A mixture of bark of coniferous trees with 

peat is best suited as a substrate. In addition, it is strongly recommended to add lime to the 

substrate. Practically not exhausted source of lime are seashells, which can be thoroughly 

washed from salt, crushed and poured into the substrate. 

 Repot is necessary annually. The best time for this is spring - the beginning of a new growth. A 

very important point here is the height of planting. If this orchid is planted incorrectly, for 

example, too high, the orchid's roots will hang in the air and stop growing. The substrate should 

cover the upper red-and-white part of the plant for 1-2 fingers, and in no case should it be 

tamped down, because if the substrate is too dense, the orchid can simply suffocate. When 

planting, you must take care of a thick layer of drainage to protect the orchid from stagnant water 

inside the pot. 
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Watering: 

 Spicer's Paphiopedilum needs frequent and abundant watering throughout the year. Excess water 

during irrigation should flow freely from the pot, since stagnation of water both inside the pot 

and in its pan can very quickly lead to rotting of the roots and the lower part of the plant. The 

substrate between waterings should dry well, but not dry completely. After watering, water from 

the leaves must be removed with a tissue or tissue. 

 Spraying the outer part of the plant at home will not lead to anything good, since the structure of 

its leaves resembles a funnel, and water constantly accumulates in the core of the plant, which 

can very quickly lead to rotting of both peduncles and the core itself. 

Fertilizer: 

Throughout the year, this orchid is fertilized once every two weeks in the spring and summer, 

once every 4 weeks in the fall and winter. Fertilizer should be applied to the plant with 30-10-10 

fertilizer, diluted, ¼ teaspoon per week in summer and once a month in winter. Each month to 

flush the water once to prevent the salt from standing in the pot. 

Rest period: 

Paphiopedilum spicerianum does not need a rest period to stimulating flowering nor in winter, so 

the given condition should maintain throughout the year. 
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